It Only Changes Everything!

1 Chron 13:6-14 And David and all Israel went up to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim that belongs to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name of the Lord who sits enthroned above the cherubim. 7 And they carried the ark of God on a new cart, from the house of  Abinadab, and Uzzah and Ahiowere driving the cart. 8 And David and all Israel were rejoicing before God with all their might, with song and  lyres and harps and tambourines and cymbals and trumpets. 9 And when they came to the threshing floor of  Chidon, Uzzah put out his hand to take hold of the ark, for the oxen stumbled. 10 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and he struck him down  because he put out his hand to the ark, and  he died there before God. 11 And David was angry because the Lord had broken out against Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-uzza to this day. 12 And David was afraid of God that day, and he said, "How can I bring the ark of God home to me?" 13 So David did not take the ark home into the city of David, but took it aside to the house  of Obed-edom the Gittite. 14 And the ark of God remained with the household of Obed-edom in his house three months.  And the Lord blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that he had. ESV

Ps 105:4 Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually! ESV

______________________________________________________________________

What made David a great king was that he never forgot that it was the Lord who had blessed him and brought him from a nobody to a somebody.  Though David made many mistakes, his continual worship and remembering of the Lord helped him to overcome them and persevere beyond such low moments; because he remembered that it was but the merciful and gracious hand of God that brought him up, David did not balk at the correction of Nathan, the prophet, when he had sinned.  David had given the modern day equivalent of 5 million dollars to the temple building fund to be completed by Solomon but he did not ever say, “what are you correcting me for?  I gave so much...”  David realized that the only reason that he had anything to give in the first place and the only reason that he had a throne was because of God's goodness and so he humbled himself to submit and to worship God continually.  And that mindset is what kept him.  Let that be a tremendous lesson to all of us:  we are not perfect because we are a human being and yet a great passion for worship and an attitude of thankfulness and willingness to submit to correction from the men of God in our life can help us overcome much!  Even to the point of being called a man after God's own heart!

Our text is the story of something that David tried to carry out at the very beginning of his reign.  David knew when he assumed the throne that there was a great wrong in Israel:  the ark of the covenant was missing from the Tabernacle at Jerusalem.  In Samuel's day, the ark had been taken out to battle with the Philistines by a sinful group led by the priest's sons and it had been captured by the enemy.  That ark that I speak of was a golden box with a tremendous golden lid upon it with two carved angels on top called the mercy seat.  It was the most precious piece of furniture in the Tabernacle because behind the veil, a thick curtain, in the most holiest of holy places, the very visible presence of God descended until it sat upon this ark.  This was the throne of God on earth and it represented the presence of Almighty God among humanity and particularly Israel.  Israel's god was not like the man-made gods of the nations surrounding them because their God was real and He very literally dwelt with them in this Tabernacle.  When Israel had lost the ark, they had literally lost God's presence.  

Only the enemy hadn't kept it very long.  In one of those fun stories of the Bible, the Philistines took the ark and set it before their fish god, Dagon, in one their most sacred temples.  Only Dagon fell over and was found bowing before the ark of Israel.  And so they set it back up and the next morning Dagon had been utterly destroyed before the presence of God.  The enemies quickly began to realize something was up so they sent it to another place.  And there a great plague of emerods – I'll let you look it up as to possible meanings – broke out.  And before it was over, the Philistines had had enough of Israel's God.  The presence of a God that is real, it turns out, changes everything!  And these idolaters were used to a fake god, a god that really could not do anything among them and they were ill prepared to deal with the real, genuine God!  

They put it on a cart and wisely sent it back to Israel.  A bunch of Israelites showed no knowledge of the scriptures teachings that it was to be reverenced and opened the ark and were struck dead.  Out of fear, the Israelites stored up the ark at a particular house where it was largely forgotten.  

In our text, we read of the day that King David decided “we've got to have the presence of God back in our midst.”  This is something else that made David such a great king.  His attitude was, “I cannot lead these people and do what God has called me to do without the ark of His presence here with me.”  “I do not want to even attempt life without God's presence back here in Jerusalem nearby.”  And so David got many singers and priests and a great crowd and he went to the place where the ark had been restored and they danced and sang as the ark was being pulled along by oxen on a cart.  And the oxen stumbled and one of the sons of the man who had kept it reached out to steady the ark and when he touched it, this man – Uzzah – was struck by God and instantly killed.  

There is a great sermon here which is for another time, namely that you can do right and do it the wrong way and it still be wrong.  A real God – consider this carefully, now – really changes everything and He must be listened to and reverenced and obeyed.  In this case the Laws of Moses had decreed that the ark was to only be carried on the shoulders of men and never placed on a new cart.  Because of their disobedience and casual indifference to what God had said, Uzzah was now dead.  And we read the response of David.  Shocked and not yet realizing his error, David quickly called everything off:

1 Chron 13:12 And David was afraid of God that day, and he said, "How can I bring the ark of God home to me?" ESV

I'm drawn to David's comment, “how can I bring the ark of God home to me?”  That is, unfortunately, how some people feel today.  We are not just a ritualistic, man-made religion, but we serve a real God who really manifests Himself to people and in their lives.  People are still filled with the Holy Spirit when they repent and respond as God has commanded.  Our God is not dead:  He's very much alive!  But His presence truly changes everything!  And to those who treat it casually and don't take such things serious, God's presence can change things into a disaster!  A real God who can truly bless and hear and respond to your pleas needs also to be respected and heeded and obeyed.  We're more than just a religious people:  we are Spirit-filled people and that – meaning His presence – changes everything!

_____________________________________________  

Now notice what David did.  He looked around and found the nearest house at the spot of the road where the disaster had struck and he decided to leave the ark of God's presence there.  They were far from Jerusalem – they had not gotten even close.  They were in the middle of nowhere in extreme south Palestine.  No doubt, he took some counsel and asked around.  Perhaps someone suggested, “the house of Obed-Edom is nearby and he's trustworthy, let's take it there.”  And so we find in our text:

1 Chron 13:13-14 So David did not take the ark home into the city of David, but took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 14 And the ark of God remained with the household of Obed-edom in his house three months.  And the Lord blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that he had. ESV

How blessed we are that this is recorded in scripture!  How great it is that we would be introduced to this man, Mr. Obed-edom, for this speaks to us greatly today.  No doubt the actions of David caught Obed-edom by surprise.  There was such a great tumult and crowd at first, that no doubt he had heard the singing and the dancing and perhaps sent one of his children to see what was going on.  And then suddenly he heard weeping and wailing and the rejoicing turned to sounds of sorrow and then, down the road and over the dale, he sees a very official royal entourage coming his way and an ambassador for King David – and King David himself! – come walking up to his humble abode.  And they want what?  The ark of the covenant of Israel?  

I can see Obed-edom conferring with his wife and they had no doubt heard about the ark and all that had happened.  This was a sudden and unexpected, huge change in their life – God's presence coming into your life always is a huge change – and what a sudden decision to be faced with such a monumental choice.  After all, the Lord's presence only changes everything!  Now he would no longer be just a farmer or just a low man on the totem pole, but now he would have to take care of the very ark of God's presence.  

I'm drawn to some things about this man to whom the presence of the Lord suddenly came.  First of all, notice that his name is not just Obed, but always Obed-edom.  Edom means “a descendant of Esau.”  This man was not an Israelite, native born.  This was not a man who had been born in the lineage of Abraham's blessing which descended through Isaac and then through Jacob who became Israel.  This was a descendant of Esau who profaned the things of God and took them lightly and was rejected by God.  This was a direct descendant of the only man in the Bible of whom it said, “God hated.”  This man was not a man attune to the presence and power and word of God by nature of his family ties.  

Furthermore, the scriptures say that he was “Obed-edom the Gittite.”  That was his original hometown, where he was from.  There is one other person in scripture that is mentioned as being a Gittite and that is Goliath, the Philistine and godless giant that David had killed as a young boy.  Gittite was known for its idolatry and carnality and not for its holiness or being akin to the things of the God of Israel.  And yet here is Obed-edom, the Gittite, who has nothing natural within his family lineage, his upbringing, or his roots to link him with the true God of Israel and yet the presence of God has come to his life, his home, and his family!

We can pause here and celebrate a little:  is anybody glad that the Holy Spirit is not just for people who have known about God for all of their lives or who was raised in a God-fearing family?  Oh, the Spirit of God is for and available to the children of Godly people but it's also open to “whosoever will!”  God doesn't care your home town, your home culture, or your families' genealogical heritage or lack thereof!  The promise of the Holy Spirit – which is to say the promise of God's abiding presence coming into your life – is to you and your children and even to those who are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call!  And he still calls outsiders to be partakers of His presence!

I like Obed-edom.  The Bible first says that David took the ark aside to the house of Obed-edom, but then it says that the ark remained “in his house” for three months.  Think about that for it is a textbook lesson on how to treat the presence of God in your life.  With all of the stories and all of the people who had been killed and the tragedies that had struck the Philistines, who being a Gittite, might have been Obed-edom's own people, it would have been tempting to put the ark in the garage or in a shed somewhere.  He could have been tempted, “if we've got to keep this thing for the king, no way it's going to be in here where any of you kids can get near it, so put it in the barn.”  But he didn't do that.  He put it “in his house.”  Obed-edom put it at the center of his life and at the center of his family.  And notice what a change such an approach made.  Everybody else had been treating casually or with indifference and it had brought death and destruction and tragedy.  But when Obed-edom put the presence of the Lord at the center of his house and life, the scriptures say very clearly,    

1 Chron 13:14b And the Lord blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that he had. ESV

What a difference having the Presence of the Lord at the center of everything and not pushed aside in your life made!  It became a great blessing to him.  It only changed everything!  “And the Lord blessed the household of Obed-edom.”  His family was transformed.  Think of that.  The household – which is to say family – of this man suddenly began to have the favor of God.  I can see their family kneeling before the presence of the Lord each day and worshiping the true God of Israel.  Suddenly those children who had been a little unruly were responding to correction and becoming respectful.  Suddenly those moments of “intense fellowship” between Obed-edom and his wife, became fewer and less severe.  Suddenly suppertime became a delightful experience with less stress and less attitudes.  Suddenly they liked being around each other.  That boy that had become distant as he was getting older, suddenly seemed to have the walls come down and the daddy and son were able to connect again as they worshiped together.  We smile at such thoughts of extrapolation, but the scripture clearly says that when the presence of the Lord was placed at the center of this man's life, it only changed everything about his family.  The Lord greatly blessed the household of Obed-edom!

Say it with me, “it only changed everything!”  Some of the sicknesses that had lingered on were suddenly better.  His wife's limp improved.  Everybody smiled more.  There was a joy that seemed to engulf their family that made the little house much more of a home than before.  Suddenly work didn't seem like such a chore and they had more energy in the day.  And the scriptures go on to say that God not only blessed the household of Obed-edom, but “all that he had.”  Eventually, the stories of how this man was being blessed greatly would get all of the way to King David back in Jerusalem and it would cause David to try again to move the ark, this time with a little more careful checking of God's Word.  When the king began to hear how that God was blessing this little family of a stranger to Israel, it gave him hope that “perhaps I was doing it wrongly.”  

Oh, what a difference the Holy Ghost of God's presence makes in a life when that life puts the presence of God at the center of everything, rather than receive it and then try to push it aside!  Some people come to church and think that the Spirit of God and feeling His presence and even receiving His presence is just a Sunday thing.  Some people have a very different attitude and presence in their home Monday through Saturday.  Some people come to the house of God to feel God and worship Him, but don't take it home with them!  Or they do take it home with them because they have received the Holy Spirit and yet they push it aside all week.  It's all or nothing and yet it only changes everything!  If you push God's presence aside in your life and try to make it a sideline part of your living, what a disaster it brings.  Things don't work out; tragedy strikes.  But if you put the presence of the Lord in the center of your house, family, and life what a blessing it becomes!  It only changes everything for the better!  God will turn your household around!  He will begin to work on you and your marriage and your children.  Oh, how obvious it is the lives of those who put the presence of the Lord at the center of their universe and do not just pick it up now and then!  

And though this message today is to everyone here, regardless of gender, I'd be remiss if I did not mention what a difference it makes when the man of the house is the one who ensures that the presence of the Lord is at the center of everything and even their family.  Thank God for women who will be faithful regardless, but what favor and what blessing and what a change would take place if some men would be the ones to bring in the presence of the Lord into their relationships and day-to-day lives and not leave it up to the women and children to be spiritual leaders of the home.  You, sir, were created to lead in worship.  It's your responsibility, sir, to bring the Passover Lamb home to your family.  And it's your responsibility to ensure that the presence of the Lord is the utmost priority and center of your family's universe!  And what a difference it makes – there is no substitute for the favor of God brought into a family by a God-fearing and God-worshiping man!

God blessed the household of Obed-edom and “all that he had.”  Think of it:  suddenly there was always more money at the end of the month.  Suddenly his sheep and goats were fertile and never miscarried.  His corn came up thicker and stronger than anybody else's field?  “What are you doing different this year, Obed-e?,” people would ask.  “I don't know, but we don't spend quite as much time working as we did before.”  “What do you do extra?”  “We spend time every morning and evening worshiping the Lord!  His presence is in our house and family, now you know!”  “What?”  “Seriously, man.”  

This man had Israelites coming to him asking him what was going on.  If the news of what was happening got all of the way back to King David, then there were many Jews who were talking about this Edomite.  Here is a descendant of Esau who is getting what the descendants of Jacob had taken for granted!  What a difference true hunger and true passion for God's presence makes!  Israel had pushed the presence of God aside in their lives, but this man embraced it and put it into the middle of everything and it only changed everything! 

Oh that someone would hear this preacher today and this message!  Your past with or without God matters little.  What matters is if you become attracted and centered on the Spirit and presence of our Almighty God.  I'm preaching to some, perhaps, who have little history with the presence of God, but what a blessing it would become to you if you would embrace it and learn to long for it!  I'm also preaching to some who are no strangers to the presence of the Almighty but who have been living your life with other things as priorities.  A speaker at the ladies' conference this week said, “there's a difference between what you would right as a list of your priorities and what really is priority in your life.”  We could all produce a list of what we know should be priority, but our real priorities are those things that we give the first and most time to every day and every week.  There are some here for which everything else in life except being in the presence of God is your priority and the result of such a lifestyle choice is sure to be a disaster.  But if you would put it back in the center and make it the middle and focus of your living, what a blessing it would become because God would do in your life what He did for Obed-edom:  he would bless your household and all that you have.  Put the presence of the Spirit of God at the middle:  it only changes everything!

Does anybody know what I'm talking about?  Perhaps you had His presence at the center and it meant everything to you at one time, but you've since removed it to a back room of your life.  It's time to be like Obed-edom!  It's time to put God back in the center! 

____________________________________________ 

What a glorious three months that was for this Gittite and his family!  For three months they worshiped and basked in the glow of God's glory.  For three months the Spirit of God blessed and everything that they did centered on Him.  For three months they did little else but talk to the Lord and spend time with Him.  Think of it:  this is the time of Mosaic Law and previously only the high priest, once a year had ever been into the presence of God and yet here is this descendant of Esau in the presence of God everyday!  What a glorious picture of God's mercy and goodness!  What a beautiful type of what our own lives could be if we would too learn to focus and be willing to put time into being in His presence!  

And then, David got wind of the great blessings and it gave him the courage to try again and so, all too soon, the three months were over.  David comes and gets the ark and takes it to Jerusalem, this time carried on the shoulders of men, the Levitical priests as God's word had decreed.  But David would do a curious thing.  He would not put it back in the Tabernacle of Moses behind the veil, but instead set up what became known as “the Tabernacle of David” where the ark of God's presence was housed in a tent where anyone could enter in.  And for a short period of time during this era, God took a break from the exclusiveness of Moses' laws and allowed David to do this.  For a while, the God of Israel made His presence known and available for men and women, children and old, Jew and Gentile.  Not just the priests, but anybody could come and experience the favor of His presence.  What a crazy thing this was!  It would go back to the way that it was decreed in Mosaic Law when Solomon would build the temple, but oh what a glorious time this was in Israel!  They would come and dance and shout and sing and linger in God's presence directly.  They would have church in much the way that you and I do today in this era of Grace; this Tabernacle of David was a glorious thing.

Where do you think that David got such an idea?  From the story of Obed-Edom, of course!  David must have thought, “if putting the presence of the Lord in the middle of a home brought so much blessing, then let's put it at the center of the nation!”  And God allowed it because as the Apostle James would prophecy a thousand years later in the book of Acts, God was not raising up the Tabernacle of Moses but the Tabernacle of David and that would be the model of the Apostolic church:  where glorious and exuberant worship was offered to the presence of God directly and where everyone could have access to the inner room and where Jew and Gentile – even the descendants of Edom – could receive the Holy Spirit and be blessed and live with God's presence at the middle of everything and find great favor!
  What a glorious thing that Obed-edom started!  We are a product of this type of church:  a meeting place where the Spirit of God is freely given and able to be experienced!  Oh that we would realize the tremendous advantage of the Tabernacle of David and treat God's presence with such reverence and love as it deserves!  Oh that the great presence of the Lord that we have been favored with would become a thing of blessing to us and not of disaster and cursing!  

_______________________________________________

Now what of Obed-edom?  Is this the last we hear of him?  Not on your life!  As we flip the pages of our Bibles from 1 Chronicles chapter 13 and we keep reading, we read where David brought the ark of God's presence safely into Jerusalem and set it up  as we described.  And David began to organize the worship teams and those who would take care of the ark of God's presence and suddenly Obed-edom's name popped up!  Listen to this verse:

1 Chron 15:16-18 David also commanded the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their brothers as the singers who should play loudly on  musical instruments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise sounds of joy. 17 So the Levites appointed  Heman the son of Joel; and of his brothers  Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari, their brothers,  Ethan the son of Kushaiah; 18 and with them their brothers of the second order, Zechariah, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, and Mikneiah, and the gatekeepers Obed-edom and Jeiel.  ESV

Wait a minute; hold everything!  What is Obed-edom doing at Jerusalem?  What is he doing on a praise team?  And moreover, what is he doing being called a “gatekeeper?”  That can only mean one thing:  when the ark of God's presence was taken up from his house to Jerusalem, Obed-edom said, “I'm going with it.”  “Come on, honey, let's pack up our stuff and we'll sell the farm.”  “Where are we going?”  “We're going wherever the presence of the Lord is going.”  “I'll leave everything before I'll leave the presence of God!”  You see, it turns out that Obed-edom putting the presence of the Lord in the middle of his life was more than just a temporary thing and more than just a physical, material placement; it became everything to him in a spiritual and matter of priorities also!  And so when the presence of the Lord was going to Jerusalem, so was Obed-edom and his family!

What had happened?  Somewhere Obed-edom had gotten addicted to God's presence.  There are some bad addictions but there are also some good ones!  There's nothing greater than being addicted to the presence of the Lord.  And guess what?  When they were looking to appoint people who were faithful and trustworthy to guard the gates, Obed-edom was chosen!  People who are addicted to the presence of the Lord and who keep it at the center of their life, have no problem being faithful and handling responsibility!  Faithfulness comes naturally to those who love His presence more than anything.  In fact, we could say that a lack of faithfulness both to the house of the Lord and to the things of God in general, is always somewhere at the root a lack of love for the presence and Spirit of God.  With His presence at the middle, it brings the strength to be faithful:  it only changes everything!

Now Obed-Edom was a gatekeeper, but that was only mentioned because he was found in the list of those in the choir.  And then we read this:

1 Chron 15:19-21 The singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound bronze cymbals; 20 Zechariah,  Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah were to play harps according to  Alamoth;  21 but Mattithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah,  Obed-edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah were to lead with lyres according to  the Sheminith.  ESV


He is chosen to play the lyre, the stringed-instruments like guitars!  What is this Edomite doing in the middle of things?  Those who love the presence of God – who become addicted to the presence of His Spirit – are those for whom praise and worship comes naturally.  A lack of true praise and worship and an unwillingness to give God glory freely in such manners as the Tabernacle of David is always stemming from a lack of respect and love for the presence of God.  But when you put the presence of God in the middle of everything, then you will naturally become a leader of praise and worship by example because people who are passionate for the presence of God know that praise and worship is what gets them there the quickest!  God is looking for true worshippers who will worship Him in spirit and in truth and yet passion for His presence is more important than pedigree or who you know!  Obed-edom was a nobody but he's became a somebody because God made sure that he was chosen!  Oh, the key to elevation and blessing is not in who you know or in what you can naturally do, but in how passionate and addicted you are to God's presence.  God would rather use  someone who loves His presence more than anything else than someone who is familiar with His ways and who has great abilities and yet pushes the spirit of the Lord aside!  What a difference having a passion for God's presence makes!  It only changes everything!

And let us take note that Obed-edom was a part of the musical team “of the second order.”  He was second fiddle and yet didn't care because he was just happy to be there.  He was the replacement musician and yet he was rejoicing because it meant that he got to be a part of entertaining and feeling God's presence.  When you put God's presence at the center of your life, it takes away jealousy and envy!  When God's presence is the most important thing, it doesn't matter who gets what position or recognition, only that you are able to do something for Him and to experience His Spirit!  Oh, that we would truly become addicted to God's presence and place it at the middle of everything – it only changes everything!

____________________________________  

The mentions of Obed-edom continue as we turn the pages of our Bible.  We read on:

1 Chron 16:37-38b So David left Asaph and his brothers there  before the ark of the covenant of the Lord to minister regularly before the ark as each day required, 38 and also Obed-edom ESV

Asaph and his brothers?  They are Levites – ordained of God and of Moses to be the leaders of worship.  They are great song writers and singers.  We would expect them to be put in charge of ministering in the Tabernacle of David and taking care of the presence of the Lord each day.  But what is Obed-Edom doing here?  His passion for God's presence and His devotion to praise and worship and his placing God at the center of his life has resulted in unparalleled access to God!  And this shows me something:  the greatest ministers are not necessarily those who have the greatest talents or experience but rather those who are consumed with being passionate for God's presence!  Oh, how a love for God's presence transforms us – it only changes everything!

We turn the pages of scripture and we find:

1 Chron 26:4-8 And  Obed-edom had sons: Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, Sachar the fourth, Nethanel the fifth, 5 Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peullethai the eighth,  for God blessed him. 6 Also to his son Shemaiah were sons born who were rulers in their fathers' houses, for they were men of great ability. 7 The sons of Shemaiah: Othni, Rephael, Obed and Elzabad, whose brothers were able men, Elihu and Semachiah. 8 All these were of the sons of Obed-edom with their sons and brothers, able men qualified for the service; sixty-two of Obed-edom. ESV  

What strength to produce such children!  And children who became leaders of leaders and who had great ability to lead Israel!  Such is the clear result of those who put the presence of the Lord at the center and focus of everything that they do and get addicted to His presence more than anything else!  For such people, fruitfulness comes naturally!  For those who passionately yearn for God's presence, their children buy into the things of God and the house of God.  And apparently such a love of God's presence is contagious because hundreds of years later in 2 Chronicles we find one final mention of Obed-edom and the Bible tells us that in the reign of Amaziah, that the descendants of Obed-edom were still those in charge of the temple of God.
  Apparently, even after Solomon's temple was built and the rituals of Moses were restored, the lineage of Obed-edom's family were still ever close to the presence of the Lord and serving Him!  Say the phrase of scripture with me, “able men, qualified for the service.”  This once outsider had transformed his family into a great group that was qualified for service before the Lord and who were always found near His house!  Oh, what a love for the presence of God does in our lives and legacies – it only changes everything!  

If Obed-Edom were to speak today, I think our other text in Psalms would be his advice to you and I.  Perhaps, even this was one of his favorite psalms to sing and play!  He would tell you very clearly:

Ps 105:1-3 Oh give thanks to the Lord;  call upon his name;  make known his deeds among the peoples! 2 Sing to him, sing praises to him;  tell of all his wondrous works! 3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! ESV

And then he would pause and take a deep breath and you would see the fires of passion arise in his eyes and voice as he would very clearly highlight the next phrase:

Ps 105:4 Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually! ESV

He'd probably say that verse a couple of times.  And then if you wanted, you could ask, “why, Obed-edom, do you emphasize that?”  “Because,” he would answer, “I can tell you that seeking the Lord presence only changes everything!”  
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